
   

PROGRAM H1: COOL TOOLS: ENERGIZING LAW LIBRARIANSHIP WITH WEB 2.0 

Tuesday, July 15th at 9 a.m. 

Open Source Data and Information Tools 

Kincaid C. Brown, Head of Electronic & Systems Services, University of Michigan Law Library 

The bulk of my part of the session (and handout) focus on Simile’s Exhibit data visualization tools.  Here are links to Simile and the 

other open source tools that I mention. 

 Simile: Out of MIT, Semantic Interoperability of Metadata and Information in unLike Environments (http://simile.mit.edu/) 

has developed a number of open source tools that allow for arrangement and visualization of information.  Exhibit (historical 

page: http://simile.mit.edu/exhibit/, new page: http://code.google.com/p/simile-widgets/) allows for a number of 

visualizations of data that can be maintained using a spreadsheet.  Babel (http://simile.mit.edu/babel/) will translate Excel 

data into the json format needed for Exhibit.  Thanks to Ted Lawless (Columbia Law Library) for turning me on to this. 

 S5: Created by Eric Meyer, S5 (http://meyerweb.com/eric/tools/s5/primer.html) uses XHTML, CSS, and JavaScript to provide 

a slideshow format on the web.   

 Google Maps API: Get your Google Map Key for the Exhibit Map View http://code.google.com/apis/maps/signup.html. 

 iTouchMap.com: I like this site (http://itouchmap.com/latlong.html) for finding the decimal latitudes and longitudes for the 

Exhibit Map View. 

 jEdit: This (http://www.jedit.org/) is like a super Notepad that I have found useful for editing web pages and js files.  Thanks 

again to Ted for telling me about this tool.
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<div class="search-facet"> 

<fieldset> 

<legend> Search the 

Books</legend> 

<div ex:role="facet" 

ex:facetClass="TextSearch"></div> 

</fieldset></div> 

<div class="facets-wrapper"> 

<fieldset><legend>Browse</legend>

</legend> 

<div ex:role="facet" 

ex:expression=".Author" 

ex:facetLabel="Author"></div> 

</fieldset></div> 

Default Exhibit layout (Tile view): 

<link href="booklist.js" type="application/json" rel="exhibit/data" /><!--link to .js file containing Excel data--> 

<script src="http://static.simile.mit.edu/exhibit/api-2.0/exhibit-api.js" 

            type="text/javascript"></script><!--link to Exhibit code--> 

 

<div ex:role="view" <!--Note: with no subsequent viewClass, the Tile view is the default -->ex:showAll="false" ex:orders=".label" 

ex:abbreviatedCount="20"<!--Note: limits the default list to 20 and sorts by the “label” field in .js file-->> 

<h5 ex:content=".label"></h5> <!--Display of label filed-->    <div class="exhibit-entries">   <span class="exhibit-entries-

heading">Author</span>: <span class="data" ex:content=".Author"></span> <!--Display of author field--> 



 

 

 

Table Exhibit layout: <div ex:role="exhibit-view" 

                            ex:viewClass="Exhibit.TabularView" 

                            ex:label="Table" 

                            ex:columns=".label, .Author, .CALLNUM, .PD, .Location, .Date" <!-- which fields in .js file have data --> 

                            ex:columnLabels="Title, Author, LC Class, Pub. Year, Location, Date Finished" 

                            ex:columnFormats="list, list, list, list, list, list" 

                            ex:sortColumn="5" <!--column numbers start with “0” so default sort is really the 6th column--> 

                            ex:sortAscending="false" <!--so it sorts in reverse chronological order--> 

               ex:formats="date { mode: medium; show: date }" ><!—eliminates time portion of date field--></div> 

 

 



 

 

 

Timeline Exhibit view requires link to Exhibit code and a 

second link to Timeline extension code: <script 

src="http://static.simile.mit.edu/exhibit/extensions-

2.0/time/time-extension.js"></script> 

<div ex:role="view" 

                ex:viewClass="Timeline" 

                ex:label="Timeline" 

                ex:title="Timeline of Books Read" 

                ex:timelineHeight='550' 

                ex:topBandHeight='85' <!--percentage--> 

                ex:bottomBandHeight='15' <!--percentage--> 

                ex:start=".Date" <!-- add ex:end to make a bar for a 

durational event--> 

                ex:eventLabel=".label" 

                ex:topBandUnit="month" 

                ex:topBandPixelsPerUnit="100" 

                ex:bottomBandUnit="year" 

                ex:bottomBandPixelsPerUnit="200"> 

 </div> 

<div ex:role="lens" id="info-bubble"> 

<span ex:content=".label" class="Title"></span><br/> 

<span class="data">by</span> <span class="data" 

ex:content=".Author"></span><br/> … 

<span class="data"ex:content=".Pgs"></span> <span 

class="data">pages.</span><br/> 

<div class="info-bubble-details"> 

<a ex:if-exists=".Amazon" ex:href-content=".Amazon" 

target="_blank">Amazon Page</a><br/>                   

<img ex:if-exists=".Image" ex:src-content=".Image" 

class="info-bubble-pic"/> <!--Use ex:if-exists for where there is 

not data in your Excel column for every row-->  



 

 

 Exhibit Map View requires link to Exhibit code and second link to Map Extension: <script 

src="http://static.simile.mit.edu/exhibit/extensions-2.0/map/map-

extension.js?gmapkey=ABQIAAAAgozQI2cNeyXPHVCogwAlwRSLEpL890LGKcEptL27n0z67lMHIRQ4p_mdJ4ee7nT0-

TnaUe1p6aaPjQ" type="text/javascript"></script> <!--Note: For public display, Google Maps needs a key linked to the page-->  

<div ex:role="view" 

           ex:viewClass="Map" 

           ex:latlng=".addressLatLng" 

           ex:colorKey=".LC" <!--this and following setting call for the color coder of map points--> 

           ex:colorCoder="LC"> </div> 

<div ex:role="coder" 

ex:coderClass="Color" id="LC"> 

<span ex:case="A"  

ex:color="#8b4513">A</span>                    

<span ex:case="B"  

ex:color="white">B</span>  

… 

<span ex:case="Z"  

ex:color="#ff4500">Z</span> 

</div> 

Error message because I didn’t fill in the 

latitude and longitude for each title in the 

Excel sheet. 


